
FAQ’s: 

1. Question: Does PTC have a waiting list for nursing/health science students? 

Answer:  No.  As of January 2008, students must submit a program-ready application for the 

program of their choice during a designated application time period.  (This program-ready 

application is not the same as the application for admission to the college.)  Accepted students 

ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŜŘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άŎƭŜŀƴ ǎƭŀǘŜέ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŜŀŎƘ term and students who are not 

accepted may apply for a future term. 

 

2. Question: How do I apply to start the program? When can I apply to the program?  

Answer:  Once you have been admitted to the college and meet the program-ready 

requirements, you may submit a Program Ready Application during the designated times.  For 

fall 2008, the first application period will be March 3-31, 2008. You may apply to the college and 

begin to take program-ready and/or general education coursework at any time. 

 

3. Question: Where can I get a program-ready application? 

Answer:  During the designated time period, Program Ready Applications will be available at the 

Student Success Center, all PTC County Center campuses and via the website:  Health Science 

Resource Page.  Applications must be turned in to the Student Success Center during the 

designated time period. 

 

4. Question: What are the program-ready requirements? 

Answer:   There are three options to be program-ready: 

OPTION 1: 

Complete the following courses for the major of your choice: 
Associate Degree Nursing (ADN), Radiology (RAD), Respiratory (RES), Practical Nursing (LPN): 

ENG 101, MAT 102 or 120, PSY 201 and BIO 210 
(Nursing students must have CNA certification prior to final acceptance.) 

Medical Assisting (MED), Surgical Technology (SUR): 
ENG 101, MAT 100 or exemption (algebra), PSY 201, and BIO 210 

Pharmacy Technology (PHM): 
ENG 101, MAT 102, AHS 102, and PHM 202 

Veterinary Technology (VET): 
ENG 101, MAT 102, PSY 201, BIO 102 
Patient Care Technology (PCT), Medical Coding & Billing (MCB), Massage Therapy (MAS):  

RDG 100, ENG 100, and MAT 100 (algebra) or exemption of these courses 
Phlebotomy Technology (PHB): 

RDG 100, ENG 100, and MAT 032/012 (developmental math) or exemption of these 
courses 

 
OPTION 2: 
SAT or ACT scores within 4 years of the date of submission of the Program-Ready application of: 

SAT ς Composite 960, Verbal 480 (Reading score), Math 480 
ACT ς Composite 20, Verbal 20 (Either Reading or English score), Math 23 

http://www.ptc.edu/resource/health_science.htm
http://www.ptc.edu/resource/health_science.htm
http://www.ptc.edu/resource/health_science.htm


and completion or exemption of BIO 106.  Completion of BIO 210 would also meet this 
requirement.   

 
OPTION 3: 
.ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ό.Φ!Φ ƻǊ .Φ{Φύ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻǊ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher.  Official college transcripts must be on file.   
and completion or exemption of BIO 106.  Completion of BIO 210 would also meet this 
requirement.   
 

5. Question: Can I work while I am in the program? 

Answer: Yes, but we discourage it.  These programs are equivalent to a full-time job.  Individual 

programs will have additional guidelines. 

 

6. Question: Are Nursing or Health Science programs offered at night? 

Answer: Not at this time.  However, every program-ready course and general education course 

is available in the evening, and some are available on weekends and online. 

 

7. Question: Are any of the nursing/health science programs offered at locations other than the 

Greenwood campus?  

Answer: Yes.  The Medical Coding & Billing, and Patient Care Technician programs are offered at 

select county center locations via our interactive TV system.  Nursing students may choose to do 

a portion of the labs and clinicals in Laurens or Newberry.  All lecture course work for the 

Nursing program is on the Greenwood campus.  The Veterinary Technology program is housed 

at the Newberry Campus. 

 

8. Question: Can a student be program ready and still lack some Gen Ed courses?  If so, would they 

be able to start clinicals?  

Answer:  Yes.   They may take the remaining general education coursework while in the clinical 

program.  An example of this is CPT 101.   

 

9. Question: What is the difference between applying to the college and applying to a nursing or 

health science program? 

Answer:  Anyone may apply to Piedmont Technical College for one of our nursing or health 

science programs and begin taking coursework to become program eligible.  Only those 

students who are program eligible should submit a Program-Ready Application for the semester 

in which they wish to start the program. 

 

10. Question: Is your program admission based on grades? 

Answer:  Not entirely.  For specific majors (Associate Degree Nursing, Radiology, Respiratory 

Care, Practical Nursing, Medical Assisting, Surgical Technology), up to one half of the students 

come from the Merit Process, which is based on academic achievement and potential.  The 

remaining students for those programs as well as applicants for Massage Therapy, Patient Care 

Technician, Medical Coding/Billing and Veterinary Technology are selected based on their 

http://www.ptc.edu/resource/health_science_student.htm


application date to the college for that specific program.  For students who have made a change 

of major since their initial application, it will be based on the date of the major change.   

 

11. Question: What GPA do you require? 

Answer:  Health Science programs require a 2.0 GPA for all coursework taken at Piedmont 

Technical College.  Nursing requires a minimum GPA of 2.5.  

 

12. Question:  How will Program-Ready Applications be prioritized? 

Answer: All applications received during the designated time period will be reviewed for 

eligibility.  Eligible applicants will be prioritized by the date of application to the college for that 

specific major (or, if a student has changed majors, by the date the change of major was made).  

Students who were on a waiting list prior to the process change, December 31, 2007, will get 

first priority. 

 

13. Question: What is BIO 106 and why do I have to take it? 

Answer: BIO 106 is a required pre-requisite course for BIO 210.  It includes concepts such as 

chemical concepts of living things, organization of cells and tissues, fundamentals of cellular 

reproduction and genetics and orientation to human body systems.  Transfer students with 

credit for BIO 210 are not required to take this class.  Students with a strong biology background 

may request an exemption test (75% required to exempt) by contacting Dr. Dale Smoak, 864-

941-8453. 

 

14. Question:   How long will I have to attend before I can enter my clinical program? 

Answer:  9ŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ 

developmental or transitional coursework needed, transfer credits awarded, number of 

students interested in a particular program.   

 

15. Question:   Whom should I contact if I have a question about becoming a Certified Nursing 

Assistant? 

Answer:  You may contact your academic advisor to take the curriculum course AHS 117. If you 

prefer to take the course as a Continuing Education (non-credit) course, you may contact the 

Continuing Education department at 864-941-8400.  Both courses prepare students to sit for the 

CNA exam.   Link to the following information: CNA Requirement 

 

16. Question:   Whom should I contact if I have a question about the background check/drug 

screening? 

Answer:  For questions about the background check/drug screening, refer to the following: 

Background Check and Drug Screening and Pardon and Expungement Brochure. 

 

  

http://www.ptc.edu/resource/HS_Student_Handout_Packet%208.pdf
http://www.ptc.edu/resource/HS_Student_Handout_Packet%209.pdf
http://www.ptc.edu/resource/Pardon_and_Expungement.pdf


17. Question:  What are the extra costs in addition to tuition? 

Answer:  This varies by program, but can include:  uniforms, laboratory bags/equipment, 

malpractice insurance, professional membership fees, and standardized testing fees. 

 

18. Question: Who is my advisor? 

Answer:  Answer:  Your advisor is determined by two factors:  whether you meet program-

ready requirements (Program advisors) or not (General Health Science advisors) and the first 

letter of your last name.  The following link is a chart of all health science and nursing advisors: 

Meet Your Advisor -- Advisement -- Piedmont Technical College 

 

19. Question:  Do I have to take the HOBET? 

Answer:  No.  The HOBET is an opportunity to gain points for Merit entry but is not a required 

test.  Merit process and HOBET 

http://www.ptc.edu/advisement/meet_advisor.htm#Nursing%20&%20Allied%20Health%20Programs
http://www.ptc.edu/resource/HS_Student_Handout_Packet%207.pdf

